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BRIEF  STATEMENT. 


a  time  like  the  prefent,  when  li- 
berality of  fentiment  is  the  general 
topic  of  difcourfe,  and  unanimity  and 
concord  among  all  ranks  fo  neceflary ; 
it  muft  appear  paradoxical  to  every 
thinking  mind,  that  rancour  fhould  be 
daily  poured  out,  and  that  unfounded 
prejudices  fhould  be  dill  held  by 
many  proteftants,  againft  a  very 
large  and  refpedlable  body  of  his 
majefty's  Britifh  fubjeds ;  whofe  ad- 
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iierence  to  the  religion  of  their  ancef- 
tors,  and  whofe  confcicntious  regard 
of  their  oaths,  difqualifies  them,  not 
only  from  civil  employment,  but  fitom 
every  privilege  of  their  fellow  country- 
men. 

The  nation  is  now  divided  into  two 
parties  ;  the  one  holding  with  the 
prefent  minifters,  that  no  further  con- 
ceffions  mould  be  made  to  the  catho- 
lics ;  and  the  other  are  of  opinion 
with  the  late  minifters,  that  much 
greater  conceflions  fhould  be  made 
them,  and  in  time  total  emancipation. 
I  may  here  truly  aflert  that  this  is  the 
moft  ardent  wifh  of  every  individual 
catholic,  from  the  peer  to  the  peafant, 
throughout  the  united  kingdom :  and 
let  this  be  but  granted,  concord 
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and  unanimity  will   infallibly  enfue. 
I  would    gladly    afk    any   proteftant, 
even  the  bifhop  of   London  himfelf, 
than  whom  the  catholic*  have  not  a 
more    inveterate    adverfary,     and    to 
whom  alfo    they   may    attribute    the 
failure  of  the  bill  that  was  brought 
into  parliament  in  their  favour  by  the 
late  minifters,    by   the  futile  fcruples 
his    lordfhip    had    inflilled    into    the 
king's  mind  fome  time  before,  on  the 
fubjedt    of   his    coronation    oath.      I 
would  now  afk  his  lordfhip,  what  dan- 
ger would    enfue    to    the    eftablifhed 
church  from   fuch  conceflion?    From 
the  catholics  of  Great  Britain  certainly 
none ;    for   however   refpedlable   they 
are  on  account  of  their  property,  in 
regard  of   their    numbers    they    are 


very  far  from  being  numerous,  and 
no  ways  to  be  dreaded:  the  contra- 
ry, it  is  true,  is  the  cafe  in  Ireland, 
where  the  catholics  form  four-fifths  of 
its  population ;  but  then  they  poflels 
very  fmall  comparative  property  with 
their  proteftant  neighbours,  and, 
therefore,  are  not  in  this  refpedl 
much  to  be  feared :  moreover  it  is 
well  known  that  the  Irifh  catholics  are 
only  defirous  of  obtaining  the  fame 
civil  rights  and  privileges  that  their 
proteftant  fellow  citizens  enjoy;  and 
that  they  have  already  bound  them- 
felves,  by  one  of  their  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance, to  defend  the  proteftant  govern- 
ment in  church  and  ftate:  and  from 
the  knowledge  I  have  of  many  of 
them,  I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  they 
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entertain  no  idea  whatever  of  fubftitu- 
ting  the  catholic  to  the  proteftant  efta- 
blifhed  religion  in  Ireland.  It  is  alfo 
well  known  that  the  opinion  held  with 
regard  to  catholic  emancipation,  by 
his  majefty's  late  minifters,  is  the 
fame  that  was  held  by  thofe  great 
ftatefmen  now  no  more,  a  Pitt,  a 
Thurlow,  a  Cornwallis,  a  Burke,  and  a 
Fox ;  and  the  opinions  of  thefe  illuftri- 
ous  characters  fully  juftified  them  in 
their  endeavours  to  bring  about  the 
meafure,  which  would  have  been  fo 
conducive  to  the  fecurity  and  prof- 
perity  of  the  nation. 

I  will  now  (late  fome  of  the  many 
grievances,  difabilities  and  reftridlions, 
the  catholics  of  thefe  realms  labour 
under  at  this  day. 


8 

In  the  firft  place,  the  catholics  are 
debarred  from  afpiring  to  any  of  the 
following  high  flate  offices ;  fuch  as 
lord  high  chancellor,  prime  minifter, 
fecretaries  of  ftate,  firft  lord  of  the  ad- 
miralty, chancellor  of  the  exchequer, 
Sec.  &c.  however  well  qualified  they 
might  chance  to  be  by  fuperior  ta- 
lents. What,  does  the  catholic  religion 
fo  far  blunt  the  faculties  of  the  mind, 
as  to  render  all  who  profefs  that  reli- 
gion incapable  of  discharging  thefe 
high  offices  ?  If  fo,  how  happens  it 
that  they  are  fo  ably  difcharged  by  ca- 
tholics in  all  catholic  dates  ;  who  in  all 
their  tranfadtions  and  treaties  with  his 
majefty's  proteftant  minifters,  prove 
themfelves  equal,  and  on  many  occa- 
fions,  an  overmatch  for  them  ?  2dly,The 
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catholics  are  prevented  from  holding1 
commiffions  in  the  army  and  navy,  or 
places  of  truft  or  emolument.  The 
catholic  peer  is  debarred  from  fitting  in 
the  houfe  of  peers  !  and  the  catholic 
commoner  is  debarred  from  fitting  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  !  Nay  more,  he 
is  debarred  from  his  elective  franchife ! 
in  not  being  allowed  to  vote  at  an 
cledlion  for  a  reprefentative  in  parlia- 
ment !  !  A  privilege  that  is  oftentimes 
allowed  to  his  pooreft  proteftant  te- 
nants, or  even  to  his  menial  fervants, 
when  of  that  religion !  Are  not  thefe 
fevere  grievances  ?  Are  not  thefe  in- 
fupportable  degradations  ?  What  then 
muft  be  the  indignant  feelings  of  a 
Britifh  catholic,  at  the  time  of  a  gene- 
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ral  eledlion  ?  A  proud  day  to  the  pro- 
teftant  freeholder,  but  to  the  catholic  a 
time  of  humiliation.  I  am  truly  here 
at  a  lofs  for  words  to  exprefs  my  irri- 
tated feelings  on  fuch  an  occafion.  I 
know  it  may  be  here  faid,  that  during 
the  time  of  the  late  general  eledlion,  in 
Yorkmire  and  in  other  counties,  the 
oath  of  fupremacy  was  not  ftridlly  en- 
forced againfl  the  catholics,  and  that 
many  were  thereby  admitted  to  vote  : 
this  will  by  no  means  palliate  the  par- 
tial and  fevere  penalty,  incapacitating 
the  catholic  from  enjoying  the  higheft 
privilege  of  a  free-born  Briton,  that 
of  voting  for  a  reprefentative  in  par- 
liament. On  what  principle  of  reafon, 
juftice,  and  equity,  can  fo  unjuft  and 
partial  a  law,  which  folely  affedls  the 
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catholic,  be  juftified  ?  Does  not  the 
catholic  contribute  as  largely  to  the 
national  taxes  from  his  purfe,  accord- 
ing to  his  circumftances,  as  his  protef- 
tant  neighbour  ?  Why  then  is  he  de- 
prived of  his  native  birth-right,  of 
chufing  a  reprefentative  in  parliament  ? 
What,  is  the  catholic  ever  to  remain 
the  vidlim  of  proteftant  prejudice,  illi- 
berality,  and  bigotry,  and  never  to  ex- 
pedl  to  have  his  grievances  removed,  as 
his  majefly's  present  minifters  feem  to 
hold  out  ^  If  fo,  in  my  opinion,  perpe- 
tual exile  from  fuch  a  country,  would 
be  preferable  to  the  protection  it  af- 
fords him  in  his  ftate  of  thraldom. 

However,     I    rejoice   to  think  that 
many   catholics,    from    this    circum- 
B.a. 
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fiance,  and  from  their  not  being  known 
to  have  been  of  that  perfuafion,  voted 
on  the  laft  memorable  ele&ion,  in 
Yorkfhire,  for  my  Lord  Milton  ;  and 
that  all  the  opulent  families  of  that 
perfuafion  within  the  county,  "  with 
"  the  exception  of  three  or  four  who 
"  remained  neuter,"  warmly  efpoufed 
his  caufe,  and  thereby  very  greatly 
contributed  to  his  lordfhip's  being  the 
returned  member.  An  example  pro- 
per to  be  followed  by  the  catholics  in 
every  county  of  Great  Britain,  in  all 
fimilar  circumftances :  and  I  hope  and 
truft  that  the  few  families  who  remain- 
ed neuter,  will,  whenever  any  future 
opportunity  offers  itfelf  of  affifting 
the  friends  of  the  late  minifters,  not 
fail  to  give  them  their  aftive  fupport 
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and  intereft,  however  they  may  feel 
themfelves  individually  {hackled  by 
the  oaths  that  are  ftill  in  force 
againfl  them  :  and  that  every  catholic, 
to  a  man,  throughout  the  united  king- 
dom of  Great  Britain,  will  concur  in 
giving  his  moft  ftrenuous  fupport  to  the 
party  of  his  majefty's  late  minifters  and 
their  friends,  who,  with  fo  much  gene- 
rofity,  magnanimity  and  difinterefted- 
nefs,  facrificed  their  places  in  defending 
their  caufe.  What,  it  may  be  faid,  are 
all  the  members  of  the  late  miniftry  be- 
come all  at  once  converts  to  the  catho- 
lic perfuafion,  "  with  the  exception  of 
"  three  of  them  ?"  No,  certainly  not. 
But  they  are  become  converts  to  a  fyf- 
tem  of  conciliation  and  mildnefs  ;  and 
think  that  four  millions  of  Irifh  catholics 
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fhould  be  no  longer  governed  with  a 
rod  of  iron :  but  that  gentle  2nd  mild 
meafures  fhould  be  purfued  with  them, 
as  the  beft  means  of  enfuring  their  af- 
fedlionate  attachment  to  a  proteftant 
government :  and  that  a  contrary  con- 
dudl  long  perfifted  in,  will  at  fome  fu- 
ture period  drive  them  to  defperation. 
I  have  as  yet  faid  little  as  to  all  the 
confequences  that  are  attendant  on  the 
reftridlions  and  difabilities  which  the 
catholics  in  thefe  realms  are  compelled 
to  endure.  Now  I  will  fuppofe  the  cafe 
of  a  catholic  gentleman  of  a  fmall  for- 
tune of  700!.  or  8ool.  per  annum,  who 
marries  and  has  a  family  :  how  is  he  to 
provide  for  his  fons  ?  The  army  and 
navy  are  fhut  againft  them,  nor  are  they 
allowed  to  hold  any  places  of  truft  or 
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emolument  under  government.  The 
law,  it  is  true,  is  open  to  them  to  a  cer- 
tain limited  extent ;  but  there  are  few 
catholic  young  men  who  care  to  enter 
on  fo  dry  a  ftudy  with  fo  difcouraging 
a  profpeft  of  fuccefs,  and  with  the  cer- 
tainty of  being  ftopt  in  their  career, 
even  fhould  they  chance  to  be  endowed 
with  the  talents  requifite  to  make  a  fi- 
gure in  that  profeffion.  The  only  pro- 
feflion  in  this  country  open  to  a  catho- 
lic, is  that  of  phyfic  ;  but  here  again  he 
is  prevented  from  ever  arriving  at  any 
eminence,  by  the  prejudices  his  protef- 
tant  neighbours  ever  entertain  againft 
his  religious  tenets ;  and  who,  there- 
fore, feldom  or  ever  employ  one  of  that 
perfuafion.  Thus  is  the  catholic  in 
this  country  prevented  from  ever  im- 
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proving  his  circumftances,  as  even 
fhould  he  chance  to  be  endowed  with 
great  talents  and  genius,  he  can  turn 
them  to  no  profitable  account  to  him- 
felf  or  to  his  family.  In  fhort,  a  Bri- 

tifli  catholic  is  made  in  his  own  native 
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country  a  complete  alien  and  foreigner ; 
nay,  worfe,  a  foreigner  who  comes  into 
England  is  courted  and  carefled ;  but 
the  company  of  the  native  alien  is  of- 
ten fhunned  by  his  proteftant  fellow- 
countrymen. 

Thefe  muft  be  allowed  to  be  very 
fevere  hardfhips :  now  I  appeal  to  the 
candour  of  every  proteftant  of  the 
eftablifhed  church  in  the  united  king- 
dom, to  declare  whether  the  catholics 
deferve  from  their  hands  fuch  fevere 
and  oppreffive  treatment ;  and  on  what 
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account,  and  for  what  crimes,  and 
mifdemeanors,  they  are  now  fuffering 
thefe  galling  penalties  ?  Confcious  as  I 
am  of  the  redlitude,  and  of  the  un- 
ihaken  and  conftant  loyalty  of  the  ca- 
tholics of  thefe  realms,  I  know  not 
what  anfwer  can  be  returned  to  thefe 
queries ;  but  I  leave  them  to  be 
anfwered  by  my  proteftant  fellow- 
countrymen. — I  muft  now  proceed  to 
ftate  another  fubjecl  of  grievance 
which  the  catholic  labours  under, 
which  is,  that  the  prejudice  which 
is  inftilled  into  the  minds  of  all  pro- 
teftants,  from  their  earlieft  infancy, 
and  during  the  time  of  their  fcholaftic 
education,  is  everafter  greatly  enhanc- 
ed by  the  mifreprefentations  and  ca- 
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lumnies  which  are  charged  on  their 
religious  tenets.  Even  on  a  late  occa- 
fion,  a  high  dignitary  of  the  proteftant 
church,  has  not  thought  it  below  his 
rank,  to  condefcend  to  traduce  and 
mifreprefent,  in  a  late  publication, 
many  of  the  tenets  of  the  catholic 
religion  ;  but  as  I  am  not  defirous  of 
adling  the  part  of  a  controvertift,  I 
will  refer  all  perfons  who  may  wifli  to 
read  an  anfwer  to  them,  to  a  publica- 
tion entitled,  "  Remarks  on  a  charge 
delivered  by  the  bifhop  of  Durham," 
wherein  thefe  calumnies,  and  mifre- 
prefentations,  are  completely  refuted : 
and  again,  very  lately  the  bifhop  of 
Rochefter,  at  a  confirmation  meeting, 
held  in  a  church  of  his  diocefe,  pro- 
pofed  to  his  clergy  there  affembled, 


from  the  very  altar,  an  addrefs  againft 
the  catholics  to  the  king:  fo  very 
indecorous  a  proceeding,  could  not 
efcape  the  animadverfion  of  one  of  his 
own  clergy.  I  have  now  briefly  laid 
before  my  proteftant  fellow  country- 
men, fome  few  of  the  many  grievances 
the  catholics  of  Great  Britain  ftill  la- 
bour under,  in  the  hope  of  convinc- 
ing them  of  the  propriety  and  juftice 
of  removing  entirely  the  reftridlions 
and  difabilities  they  ftill  labour  under, 
particularly  as  the  Irifli  catholics  have 
been  relieved  from  many  of  them  by 
their  former  parliament.  The  Irifh 
catholics  are  allowed  in  Ireland  to  en- 
ter the  army,  and  navy,  to  vote  for 
reprefentatives  in  parliament,  to  ppflefs 

C   2 


20 

places   of  emolument,    to   be    magif- 
trates,  &c.  &c. 

Thefe  are  very  great  and  invaluable 
privileges.  And  why  have  they  not 
been  alfo  extended  to  Great  Britain? 
Have  the  Britifh  catholics  fhewn  for 
thefe  laft  fifty  years  back,  lefs  attach- 
ment and  fubmiffion  to  a  proteftant 
government,  than  their  brethren  in  Ire- 
land ?  No  :  why  then  are  thefe  privi- 
leges refufed  them  ?  I  fear  that  it  mud 
appear  to  a  difcerning  mind,  that  to 
the  increafing  ftrength  and  numbers  of 
the  former,  thefe  conceflions  were  more 
to  be  attributed,  than  to  any  partiality 
in  their  favour.  I  would  now  readily 
appeal  to  the  candour  of  every  protef- 
tant of  the  eftabliihed  church  in  thefe 
realms,  to  ftate  on  what  ground  of 
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equity,  juftice,  or  reafon,  a  proteftant 
miniftry,  in  thefe  critical  times,  can 
any  longer  withhold  emancipation  from 
the  catholics,  when  fuch  a  meafure 
would  enfure  the  unanimous  and  cor- 
dial co-operation  of  many  thoufands, 
nay  millions,  of  long  unjuftly  perfecut- 
ed  and  inthralled  fellow-fubjecls,  who, 
in  fhaking  of  their  fetters,  would  feel 
themfelves  as  it  were  regenerated,  and 
would  ftand  forth  with  alacrity  in  de- 
fence of  their  country,  inflamed  and 
animated  with  the  refolution  of  de- 
fending the  newly  acquired  rights 
which  they  had  been  fo  many  years 
ftruggling  to  obtain.  It  may  be  afked 
here,  what,  would  not  the  proteftant  efta- 
blifhed  church  in  Ireland  be  endanger- 
ed by  the  conceffion  of  catholic  eman- 


22 

cipation,  even  allowing  that  no 
fuch  danger  would  enfue  from  the 
conceffion  of  fuch  a  meafure  to  the  ca- 
tholics of  Great  Britain,  on  account  of 
the  comparative  fmallnefs  of  their 
numbers  ?  I  would  anfwer  no :  but  if 
their  claims  be  much  longer  refitted,  I 
{hall  then  be  of  the  contrary  opinion. 
They  are  now  only  feeking  to  obtain  all 
the  fame  rights  and  privileges  their  pro- 
teftant  fellow-fubje&s  enjoy  ;  and  why 
ftiould  not  thefe  be  now  granted  to 
them?  They  are  as  willing  to  be  go- 
verned by  proteftant  as  by  catholic  go- 
vernors. The  policy,  the  juftice,  and  the 
neceffity  of  this  meafure  have  been  de- 
clared by  many  of  the  ableft  (latefmen 
of  the  nation,  in  the  laft  and  prefent 
century ;  and  have  not  Lords  Gren- 


ville,  Holland,  Ho  wick,  and  Meffrs 
Windham,  Sheridan,  Whitbread,  &c. 
&c.  all  declared  in  parliament  over  and 
over  again,  the  neceffity  of  immediately 
granting  emancipation  to  them ;  and 
that  unlefs  it  be  granted,  there  will  be 
no  fecurity  for  the  nation  in  thefe  mo- 
mentous times  ?  I  moft  earneftly  hope 
that  the  nation  will  be  convinced  of 
the  neceffity  of  this  meafure,  and  grant 
it  before  it  be  too  late. 

The  objections  that  have  been  made 
againft  the  catholic  religion,  on  the 
head  of  its  inculcating  principles  ini- 
mical to  freedom,  and  to  the  profperity 
of  the  ft  ate  in  which  it  is  profefTed,  are 
by  no  means  founded  in  truth :  it 
adapts  itfelf  to  every  fpecies  of  go- 
vernment under  which  it  happens  to  be 


24 

profefled,  whether  monarchical,  mixt, 
or  republican.  I  would  here  afk  what 
was  the  religion  of  the  Britons  at  the 
time  magna  charta  was  granted  to 
them  ?  Catholic.  What  was  their  re- 
ligion when  the  famous  battles  of 
Cre'fly  and  of  Agincourt  were  fought  ? 
Catholic.  And  latterly,  in  thefe  our 
times,  have  not  the  catholics  {hewn 
themfelves  equally  brave  with  their  pro- 
teftant  fellow  countrymen,  in  Egypt; 
aboard  the  fleet  under  Nelfon ;  at 
Monte  Video ;  and  in  Calabria,  at 
Maida,  where  4000  Britifh  troops  de- 
feated and  cut  to  pieces  a  French  army 
of  nearly  8000  men  ;  and  of  the  4000 
Britifli  troops,  3000  were  Irifh  catho- 
lics ?  Are  not  fuch  defenders  to  be  re- 
lied on  in  the  hour  of  danger  ? 
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The  prefent  minifters,  in  their 
fpeeches  in  Parliament  on  the  ftate  of 
Ireland,  vainly  attempt  to  perfuade 
the  Britifh  public,  that  the  bulk  of  the 
catholics  in  Ireland  are  indifferent 
about  obtaining  emancipation.  In  op- 
pofition  to  fuch  unfounded  aflertions, 
I  will  take  upon  myfelf  to  declare,  that 
there  is  not  a  fingle  catholic  in  Ireland, 
or  in  the  three  united  kingdoms,  who 
does  not  at  this  time,  as  well  as  the 
writer  of  thefe  fheets,  ardently  long 
to  be  freed  from  his  prefent  degraded 
ftate  of  bondage.  Some  faint  idea 
may  be  formed  of  the  high  value  they 
fet  upon  it  in  Ireland,  by  the  very 
elegant  and  magnificent  prefent  of  a 
gold  vafe,  value  one  thoufand  pounds 
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fterling,  that  has  been  prefented  by 
the  catholics  of  the  county  of  Tippera- 
ry,  to  Col.  Mathews,  for  his  conftant 
fervicea  in  defending  their  injured 
caufe. 

I  feel  I  cannot  here  clofe  this  public 
appeal,  without  returning  my  indivi- 
dual, and  I  truft  I  may  fay  the  indivi- 
dual and  cordial  thanks  of  all  the  ca- 
tholics of  his  majefty's  dominions,  to 
my  Lprd  Grenville,  Lord  Howick,  to 
Meflrs  Windham,  Sheridan,  and  Whit- 
bread,  &c.  &c.  and  to  his  majefty's 
late  miniflers  and  their  friends,  for 
the  warm  and  active  fupport  they 
have  on  fo  many  late  occafions  given, 
both  while  in  and  out  of  power,  to 
the  catholic  caufe  ;  and  I  think  under 
fo  able  a  patronage  it  muft  flnallv 


profper  :  under  this  impreffion,  at  this 
momentous  crifis,  I  would  exhort 
every  individual  catholic  in  the  united 
kingdom,  to  forget  for  the  prefent  his 
own  perfonal  fufferings,  and  ftrenu- 
oufly  imite  hand  and  heart,  with  his 
proteftant  fellow  fubjedls,  in  defend- 
ing his  king  and  country. 


FINIS. 


Newcastle : 
Printed  by  Edw.  Walker. 
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